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false, make life better in this world, the
thing is simply false. To be boosted by an
illusion is not to live better than to live in
harmony with the truth; it is not nearly
so safe, not nearly so sweet, and not nearly
so fruitful. These refusals to part with a
decayed illusion are really an infection to the
mind. Believe, certainly ; we cannot help
believing; but believe rationally, holding
what seems certain for certain, what seems
probable for probable, what seems desirable
for desirable, and what seems false for false.
In this matter, as usual, James had a
true psychological fact and a generous in-
stinct behind his confused moral suggestions.
It is a psychological fact that men are
influenced in their beliefs by their will and
desires; indeed, I think we can go further
and say that in its essence belief is an
expression of impulse, of readiness to act.
It is only peripherally, as our action is
gradually adjusted to things, and our impulses
to our possible or necessary action, that our
ideas begin to hug the facts, and to acquire
a true, if still a symbolic, significance. We
do not need a will to believe; we only need
a will to study the object in which we are